Inspired Futsal Club						[image: ]
Social Media Policy
1. Policy Statement
Inspired Futsal Club recognises that social media can be a valuable tool for communication, promotion, and engagement within the club community. However, it must be used responsibly and safely, particularly when children and young people are involved.
This policy outlines how players, parents, coaches, volunteers, and officials should use social media in connection with the club.
The policy supports safeguarding guidance promoted by the The Football Association.

2. What Is Social Media?
Social media includes platforms and communication tools such as:
· Instagram
· Facebook
· TikTok
· Snapchat
· WhatsApp groups
· X (Twitter)
· YouTube
· Online forums or messaging platforms
Any online communication related to Inspired Futsal Club falls under this policy.




3. Official Club Social Media
Only authorised club representatives may manage official Inspired Futsal Club accounts.
Official accounts should:
· Promote club activities and achievements
· Share training information and fixtures
· Celebrate players’ achievements
· Promote positive behaviour and sportsmanship
Official accounts must never publish personal information about players such as:
· Home addresses
· School details
· Personal contact details

4. Photography and Video
Photographs or videos of players may only be used if parental consent has been given.
When sharing images online:
· Avoid naming individual children where possible.
· Do not tag personal accounts of young players.
· Ensure images are appropriate and respectful.
· Never share images taken in changing rooms or private areas.

5. Communication Between Coaches and Players
To protect both players and coaches:
· Coaches must not privately message players under 18 on personal social media accounts.
· Communication should take place through:
· Parents or guardians
· Official team group chats that include parents
· Official club communication channels

Coaches should avoid:
· Sending direct private messages to players
· Following young players on personal social media accounts
· Engaging in late-night messaging with players

6. Behaviour Online
All club members are expected to behave respectfully online.
Players, parents, coaches, and supporters must not:
· Post abusive or offensive comments
· Criticise referees, opponents, or players
· Share inappropriate images or content
· Engage in online bullying or harassment
Posts that damage the reputation of the club or its members may result in disciplinary action.

7. Group Messaging (WhatsApp / Messaging Apps)
Group messaging should follow these rules:
· Parents should be included in youth team groups.
· Messages should relate to training, matches, or club activities.
· Conversations must remain respectful.
· No inappropriate jokes, images, or comments should be shared.





8. Reporting Concerns
Any concerns regarding social media use should be reported to:
· A coach, or
· The Club Welfare Officer
Club Welfare Officer
Name: Steven Jackson
Phone: 07398 147543
Email: stevenjackson71@yahoo.co.uk
Concerns involving online bullying or inappropriate contact will be treated as safeguarding matters.

9. Breaches of the Policy
If this policy is breached, the club may take appropriate action, including:
· Informal warning
· Removal of content
· Temporary suspension from club activities
· Disciplinary action in serious cases
Safeguarding concerns may also be referred to relevant authorities.

10. Policy Review
This Social Media Policy will be reviewed annually and updated where required.
Approved by:
Club Chair: Russell Fryer
Club Welfare Officer: Steven Jackson
Date: 31/05/2026
Review Date: 01/06/2026
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